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In March 1913 Sun-yat-Sen arrived in Japan, and from
that time the outbreak of a second revolution was assured.
Ostensibly his visit was for the purpose of thanking his
Japanese supporters for the aid which they had given to
the insurrection which had led to the creation of the
Republic. Out of many speeches, I select the following
passage as typical. On March 9, 1913, speaking at Kyoto,
he said : " I have come to Japan to thank this great people
for the help they have given us to carry through the
revolution in China/' Mr. (now Baron) K. Okura, head
of the great firm of the Okuragumi, replying to a similar
speech at Tokio, said he was very glad to have aided the
revolutionaries, and he was willing to do so again. Whether,
he was actually at that time engaged in financing another
armed revolution in China I do not know, though I sus-
pected it. But some one in Japan was. Baron Makino,
Minister of Foreign Affairs, answering an interpellation
in the Diet on March 8th, admitted that several Japanese
had been recently caught by the Chinese authorities in the
act of smuggling arms into Manchuria for use by rebels
against the Chinese Government.

The visit of Sun-yat-Sen to 'Japan had, however, a
much deeper object than merely to thank the Japanese
for favours received, though that was certainly one motive.
The veriest schoolboy recognizes the wisdom, when writing
home for a tip, of referring with becoming gratitude to
the last douceur. In the speech at Kyoto -to which I
have referred, Sun expressed gratitude for favours re-
ceived and then expressed his hopes for favours to come.
He said : " My aim is the creation of a Republic which
shall be uninfluenced .by foreigners and unfettered by
foreigners. I appeal to the Japanese to give us their help
to rid China for ever of its treaties with the foreigners,
which impede the commerce and restrict the liberty of
the Chinese people/' Mr. Okura replied on behalf of the
Japanese present, merchants and others who had aided
and sympathized with the rebels, and said amongst other
things : " I am very glad to have given financial assistance
to the revolutionaries, and I shall be very glad to give